THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
and order are restored, the assembly elected by
the nation should neither require nor brook con-
stant reminders of the armed force behind it.
During the February crisis a military deputy
informed the House that the bayonets of the
army and the guns of the navy would know
how to safeguard the Constitution. Such fan-
faronades, instead of being received with accla-
mation, should be ruled out of order by the
President. They appeal to very youthful Par-
liaments, but are not permitted in national
assemblies of maturer age. The army is a good
servant but a bad master, and politics should be
kept distinct from militarism, particularly in so
electric an atmosphere. Great soldiers have not
as. a rule distinguished themselves in the Senate,
and both Wellington and Macmahon, to take
only two familiar examples, illustrated the truth
that, in the councils of peace, arms should yield
to the toga.
The Committee of Union and Progress, being
now master of the situation, and no longer in
exile and hiding, closed the Paris offices and
removed the MecJiueret, its bi-monthly news-
paper, to Constantinople. The Sultan gave it
an official headquarters at Salonika. Hence-
forth it could work out the salvation of Turkey
on Turkish soil.
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